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this superb debut hailed for its power compassion and elegance takes in the wide sweep of human
experience from the last hours of a condemned man to the imaginary life of an aids patient to the first
performance of a bizarre new symphony yann martel s stories are moving thought provoking and as
inventive in form as they are timeless in content they display the startling mix of dazzle and depth
that has made him an international phenomenon

four stories by the booker prize winning author includes the facts behind the helsinki roccamatios the
time i heard the private donald j ranking string concerto with one discordant violin by the american
composer john morton manners of dying and the mirror machine each in its entirety written earlier
in martel s career these tales display that startling mix of dazzle and depth that have made yann
martel an international phenomenon

this is a penetrating study of many aspects of life thought and everyday existence in scandinavia as
experienced through the author s 9 year residence in the enlightened far north in the 1960s robert
corfe is primarily known as a thought provoking writer of books published in the 21st century but
this work comprises a selection of his articles published in the finnish press popular magazines and
learned journals in the 1960s the collected articles are put into context for a contemporary readership
by a lively introductory chapter entitled seeing the future through the past which describes how
scandinavia was 50 years in advance of britain in terms of political thinking and social development
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and now britain has caught up and shares in the benefits and also the dis benefits of a modernised
technological society of considerable interest are the articles on british society and its problems as
viewed through the eyes of a british resident acclimatised to the cultural environment of finnish life
the articles reflect clearly the development of the author s political ideas on the need for a classless
society in more effectively contributing to communal prosperity and internal harmony the
scandinavians enviable policy of neutrality and disengagement from the conflicts of the great power
blocs in achieving national security is highlighted as contributing to the happiness of their people in
view of an impending new cold war between russia and the west the arguments developed are
perhaps of greater significance today than when they were formulated more than 40 years ago many
of these ideas were to be given greater depth in the author s major works published many years later
in the 21st century perhaps most entertaining in this collection is the delicious satirical story what the
watchdog saw a savage attack on the absurdities of the british far left as well as those of the far right as
a percipient introduction to the mindset of the enlightened scandinavian people based on both
scholarship and personal experience this book could hardly be bettered for such a purpose

this open access book provides academic insights and serves as a platform for research informed
discussion about education in finland bringing together the work of more than 50 authors across 28
chapters it presents a major collection of critical views of the finnish education system and topics that
cohere around social justice concerns it questions rhetoric myths and commonly held assumptions
surrounding finnish schooling this book draws on the fields of sociology of education education policy
urban studies and policy sociology it makes use of a range of research methodologies including
ethnography case study and discourse analysis and references the work of relevant theorists including
bourdieu and foucault this book aims to provide a critical updated and astute analysis of the strengths
and challenges of the finnish education system

arguing that classic geographical descriptions of the city fail to accomodate the crucial aspect of human
life this visualizes the city through the hopes aspirations disappointments and pains of international
novelists and creative writers

finland has transformed itself from an agriculture based economy into one of the leading knowledge
based economies aiming to provide valuable lessons for other countries the book presents key policies
elements initiatives and decisions behind finland s transformation into the knowledge economy of
today

cold war history has emphasized the division of europe into two warring camps with separate
ideologies and little in common this volume presents an alternative perspective by suggesting that
there were transnational networks bridging the gap and connecting like minded people on both sides
of the divide long before the fall of the berlin wall there were institutions organizations and
individuals who brought people from the east and the west together joined by shared professions
ideas and sometimes even through marriage the volume aims at proving that the post wwii histories
of western and eastern europe were entangled by looking at cases involving france denmark poland
romania switzerland and others

citizens are at the heart of any meaningful definition of democracy so what does it say about the
health of canadian democracy when fewer citizens are exercising their right to vote and party
membership rolls are shrinking is an increasingly well educated citizenry turning away from
traditional electoral politics in search of more meaningful forms of democratic engagement or is an
ever wider swathe of canadian society simply disengaging from politics altogether this volume draws
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on a rich array of public opinion data to determine how engaged canadians are in the country s
democratic life and which canadians are most and least engaged comparisons are made across
generations and educational levels between women and men and haves and have nots in canadian
society today s canadians are compared with earlier generations and with the citizens of other
established western democracies the first comprehensive assessment of citizen engagement in canada
this volume raises challenging questions not just about the interests and capabilities of canadians as
democratic citizens but also about the performance of our democratic institutions this is essential
reading for politicians and policy makers students and scholars of canadian politics and all canadians
who care about the quality of canadian democracy

a selection of the papers presented at rc01 s international conference in seoul july 2008 it offers a view
of the panorama of social studies on armed forces and conflict resolution in a context of fast moving
change that renders many preceding theoretical previsions obsolete
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